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Social, Fconomic, Political Conditions in Bulgaria

Attached is a 12-page report which discusses political conditions in Bulgaria
after 1944, sociological conditions in general, and recent economic conditions,
Some of the specific topics vhich, however, are discussed in genersl terms only are:

a.
be

Ce

d.

DOSO (Voluntary Organization for Defense Cooperation);
Sports;

Sketchy military information, including the statement that the government
issued an order to the effect that no vacancies be filled until all discharged
officers have found work, an indication of
serious unemployment,

Education; and

Criticism of the low-level scientific work now being done in Bulgaria;
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15 Tn rerard to France, the presemt regime believes the soeialist factior withir
* the Frenoh government is making eemeideradle progress. The Bulge.rian
pecple believe that the Fremeh are aware of the fact that there is nothing
in comron between commmiem and sccialiem and that the soclalist leaders i
“rance today are well aware of the danger the commnist party represerts ir
} the countrye They believe that the Fremch socialists have learned s lesson
‘ from the way the Bulgarian sceialists have been treated by the commmists
since 1947. Fulgarian soeialist leaders such as Kosta LULTOCHRV, aged seventy-
five, and Dr, Peter DERTLIEV, as2¢ fify, aFe #3fll in prisen, Krustu
PAST 10OV and many other soeialist leaders have died in prisom, 8ying as
martyrs for true socialism, . .

{fe The Bulgerian people have a great sympathy for Marshal Tito because of the
independence he has showa vis-a-vis Mussia. They homestly hope for a
Balkan Federstion whieh will save them from their present sitmation, The

peasants, partiovlarly believe that a Balkan Pederation will mean the end of
the kolkhes,

"« Allied Radio Broadoasts. Tb'hlprun people eonsider the Fremoh radio tie
ros- intere-tingy from t'e news point of view, although it must be said timt
telr broadcasts are nearly always jemmed to the point where they are
unintelligidle. The "olce of Ameries 1s 8lso heavily jammed but it is
generally possible to hear the begimnings of the droadeasts. In regeard to
their quality, particularly from & politieal point of view, they are not
cosidered suffieiently serious to make a great impression in Bulgaris, It

j s evident that the news editors do not mow how to use the facts at treir

; “isrosal and the programs do not suit the preference of the Bul;arian listeners.

-he one exceptiom is possidly the lectures em health givem by Dr, ZDRAVCOV
once & week, | —kf 811 the broadoasts, the Bulgarien peorle . 25X1
trefer to listen to those of the BEC, and not only in the Bulgarian larguage.,

.. ven oommunists in the regime limtem to BBC regularly. dhen people have

no radic of their own, they gemerally try to visit their smoet trusted friends
at the hours of broadoasts. They find the quality of BBC infinitely & ;-rior
“r o that of Voloe of America, It is not an exmggeratiom to say that, tlanks
to the BBC, the politieal propaganda spread by the ecomsunist regime is +o

« yreat measure deflated. Of eourse, BBC Bulgariam breadoasts also oould

be im:roved in quality but i%s errore are few. It s a great mistake trat
the excellent Ameriean fereiga policy tenumés the emslaved natioms is rot
exp.ained more Nll{ to the people behind the Iren Curtain through the

‘olce of Ameriea., Its messages gemerslly lack the reality whieh is necessary
today to te effective an the Bulgariaa people.
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\ [[he ritherland Front whieh the regime olaims to be & "woluntary 25X1_
organization® 1s in faet, due to the privileges whioh it offers its merters,

the entree %o any kind of a deeent life within the country, To find a sob,

“> .enter the university, %o reseive anythimg but the most basie necess!‘tes
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of existence, it ia necessary to join this organisatiom. It goes withat

saviny that the organisation is emtirely dominated by the oommunis+s,  ecti . -

are held, but no one dares raise any subject which might be frowned .ron by
t'~ rerime. The meetings eomsist enly of communist speakers. The aiier-a
ganerally talks amongst themselves, sleeps, and jus- waits until the en: ¢

. e meetings The Fytherland Pront is used as & means to mobilize ‘e rss:es
for varjous demanstrations and manifestations. The Union of Dimitrov Vo +-
is anotner so-called “volwmtary organizetiom.® Its main purpose !s t-
educrte the youth in communist ideals and teachings. It is mearly :‘is:e
for a young person te belong to this organisation in order teo cor. lete '.
schocling end, afteywards, obtaim work in line with his training. Tinety- i
rercent of its members consider the entire orgsnization s Joke, bBut 1+ is
fubiiely vresented by the regime as & free, sincere expression on the jart
of tne youth to learn the sommmiste' prineiples as 1aid down by the leaders.

19 DOSO. -The DOSO, the voluntary ergsaisstion for defense, comprises nesarly ‘he
entire membership of the Fotherlamd Fromt, the Unlon of Dimitrov Youth,
and various other fromt erganisstioms. It is @ semi-military orgarizattion
bu* its members are anly instrusted im military taotiss, ‘embership in
this organization is obligatery for all high school and university siudentx,
!oti male and female. There are permanemt sections of the DOBO for air
dafense and recsutly there has been added a seetion for atomio defense,

Tle S,0rts Activities. Varieus sports orgnniutionl')mro besn created by the
= v rrment in order that the youth and people up to fifty years of aye tra‘n
Wt kesp themselves physically fit in cease of war or emergensy. The lesdi-

s;orts teams, however, are all professional and their members enjoy excentional

edicational opportunities and eimilar privileges. The regime comgiders

that sports activities @@ mme of the prinoipal means for disseminating com-

mmist propagands, .

"l. The Army. The Bulgarian Army i{s formed by a oadre of the most reliable
yourger elements in the sountry. Young men of draft are whose allesiarre *:
the regime is vartioularly in dond are assigned to lator sroups ra’ ..r 'ta.
tee repulsr army, Army discl-line is exoceedingly striot and modeled u’ter
th 't of the Soviet niemn. The majority of the officers are former : ~.raras
ar? peasants with little education. They are urged 4c attand sgpec:
e’i~ntional ¢ urses organized within the army., Severs! months a0 (. r tarl
early spring) there was & partial dem-bilization, wWith about 12,000 . i~ars
212 men being dischargeds A% the time, ®n order from the government was
sent around to all the ministries stipulating that no vacancies be filled
ur*il all the demobilized officers of this growp hed found jobs. This is
indic:tive of the serious wmemploymsnt situation. whioh curremtly exists ir
Bulparia,

- "*. EBconomio Conditichs. Prebably the most striking example of the failure -f
- the comuiist regime is the lamemtable ecmomie situation in the country. Thae
: avarage daily pay of a worker is 18 leva. Aoccording to a. survey made by the
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trustees of the Dimitrev Yeuth of the Perlevedf seetica wnder D. BLAGTYFY,
s ririmum of 1,200 leva per momth was neeeseary to support an unmarrisd
werker in an ordinary mannere The standard of living may de judged from the
following facts: There has beem 1little ehange in prices since defore the wur.
Yowever, at that time & medest gevernment empleywe with a salary of 12C0-
300 leva was able to live eamfortably, edueate his children, and save for
a small home. It is true that at that time there were certain extrs incomes
from private property, extya werk, ete. Dimitar Reeee, an 01d mmicipal
emnloyse of the eity gevermmeat of Sefia, teld ms that before the war, he was
able t- increase his salary appreximately ame-third frem outside work and
accounting. Such was the ¢ase With mest effico workers, although ‘they had
satisfactory salaries frem their enpleynent. Varisus outeide work would
permit the worker to pay fer Mealth insurense end & medert vaeation for
himself and family, In case of wnemployment. he wag adble to odtain from
one~third to one-half eof hie saisry os & dole. 1o worked freely and was
rot obliged to fulfill norms which are Seday ocnstantly deing reised. Today
the workers are not allewed +o otrile Ror do they receive any finaneial assistance
when unemployed. They have & weeatiem of only fourteen days amnually and
anly workers with five years or more of service obtain siockness benefits of
100 rercent of their salary., The worker is not permitted to shange jods
at will, It was my daily experience to hear from mothers, workers, rolicemen,
o"fice employees, eto. that they starved, that their ehildrem degenerated because
of luck of momey to duy feed, ebe,

At the time of the detembe in the Soviet Usiem, a.o-mﬂ-u tes of

the “ulgarian C_m;m instrusted the lewer cammunist organitations

to listen to the eemplaints of their members and forward these oamplaints

tc the higher party headquarters. Nembers were invited to state frankly how

they live, what they feel, and what they want. later, several cosmunists told

me that the eomplaints regarding the miseries in whieh the Bulgarian people

uvo ue to aduses i Luresuoresy and management were umbelievable. Dobri
HEV, former minister and mewber of the Central Committee, as well as

Entoho STAJXOV, now seeretary of the party and member of the Gentral Co-nittu.

scimowledge that after the last eight years of the sommmist regime,

party still does not have $he suppert of the people, that this to a rrut

extent 1s the fault of the party members who have neglected the material

needs of the people and to & great exteat have Aivoroed themselves from

the peorle. | durine three 25X1

meetinrs of the cammunist oergamisation ‘of Bulgarian writers, the sccusations
acsinst the party leaders were ssvere., The opiniom of the writers was -osri
unarimous that the famine and misery existing in the oountry todaz

tc the commumnist leadership. After Russia ispoke out against the oult or the
individual®, opem eritieism against party leaders was held on all sides. In
the past this type of oriticism would have resulted in immediate arrests.
Last winter a worker from the 9th of September Shoe Factory who took the
local party secretary at his word when he asked fer eriticimm, pointed out
various abuses of power im the shoe factory. At the end of the meeting he
was taken by the security forces aand reseived & sentemee of five years
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mne seriousness of the econamie eenditiom im Bulgaria may bhe judged from ]
t by TUGOV pt & meeting of the Central Committes. | | 25X1
GOV sald,"Until now it was

|

Pa—

2./
/

income of peasants im BDulgaria|

2.

inadmissitle to speak of undmploymen$ im our comtry but we rust acknowlodie

et in the larger oities there is ecnsiderabtls memployment and it 1s the

duty of the governmemnt to find work for these peeple.” In the past the

rerime has practieally ignored $he wempleyment problem, There are offices

for reristering the unemployed dut their offieial name is ®Office for the

distribution of the working forees.” These offiees are eanstantly filled

with unemployed people, some of whem wait months for any type of texporary

tob, If work is found for thea, i+ 48 gemerwily in & line altogether

different from that of their eheemn prefessioa. The number of wnenmcloyed

{s not known for eertain, YUGOV has sdmitted that 1t 1s 30,000 in Sofias,

» ile mecording to other figures, it is mich higher - between 90,000 and -

1\)'\:,‘“\0- / / *
/ 25X1

- @ @ O O 0O

[the average per caji‘a / 25X1
he -saverare

pessant makes 1,20 levs & day, in addition to a certaln amoumt of farm 25X1

products whieh he receives fo@ his work. This is the reason that today the

farms are worked mainly by women, eld mem, and children, The youth gravitates

towards the oitles they hope to obtain employment in faotories, rines,

ets, Tefore ths war p‘tmt famd }ioe who,

slthough they had economie diffieulties, slways had yogart in the house, were 25X1
harpy, and the children Were comtent to remain on the farms. L 25X1

V. 25X1

"The misersble conditioms of sollective farm life have resuliec ir
mpﬁm fallure of the vegime's agrarian policies. There are nc longper
enough people on the farms to cultivate the. earth properly.

The n‘[[ry—o‘l—v—‘ 25X1,
first-class railway tecmieisn was about 700 1irwrmLth. It L imp-said s oA
for him to suppert his wife and twe ehildren on this salary. In Fetruary =7
1956 » group of approximately 600 men and women met in one of the reoms of
+he Sofia railway statiom. The reascn for this meeting was that they a4

- ‘ -
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‘ 25X1
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Yean informed of an increase in the norms for the personnel paid '+ ‘lte

“i1l miter and that ‘there was mo éorresponding increase in their sslary.

Af or much disoussion, it was decided that the workers would not move s

*ri1in from Sofia unless the Minister of Tramsportation himself avpearad

»t the meeting. Thirty minutes later, the linister ap eared and negotie‘l ns

wers tapun, e urged that the workers saorifiee a little more for the

8- ‘ness of their childrem. A loscomotive firemam oried out, “"Comrale

"intster, when I started working here I weighed 80 kilos; now I welgh only

&'. Look at what I have for luneh - a small piece of bread and some lesks.

On *his nurture I must shevel ~ioel for 260 ¥iismeters. At the same time

look at ~ourself; you oan't see yeur foet for your stommch, and trer lcn:

at vour rlothes. Yhen will there be an end of this starving and misery

for 18 and for our childrem?® Gredwally the oriticism of this worker was

+a'cer u by the others until all rresent were shouting at the 'inister.
srder tc leave the hall safely, the Minister made some vague rremises

ard the men returned to work, 1Two days later, after many arrests had been

mmde, a second meeting teok plase and the men nrund to work before *he
men arrested were released.

| sc-ealled price reductions in consumer goods n
Pulgaria, These so-called reductions were even droadosst by BBC in Bulraris.
it is the general opiniom of the more intelligemt Bulgarians that these
reduotions in priees were dut & mansuver om the part of the communist regime,
First of all, immediately preseding the redustiems the prices. were grsdually
rising., After the redustioms, the prices were the same &8s they were before
the ircrease took place, Another prectice of the regime is to announce
raductions In the priees but then two or three weeks later to raise the
prices of the goods back to their former levels. This is explained tc the
publie by poimting out that the quality of the merehandiss is superior

and therefore should sost more. In at least 78 percent of the cases where
redustions are made for certain meredmndise, they rise sagain to their
previous level within & few weeks. The aumouncement of price reductions may

to a certain extent still complaiats of the workers bLut it is of short
Auration. v

Af+ter the 2Cth Congress of the CFR, even Bulgarian communists in resron-itle
zraitions bapan open critiocism of the ecomomie chaos in the country. They
re-ucied the Soviet oriticlism of Stalin as & sign that all eritic’am wn.ld
Ve tolerated in Bulgaria, Lower eshelen commmists openly discussed *h-ir
eriticimm against the commmiet leadérs for tolerating financial atis-s cf
a1l kinds. High party officisls are deeply concerned with this criticisc

\v
rrocf of this is that the Eulgarian regime itself has sckmowledged that
many salaries are too low and pemsions inedequate. This declaration on the
;art cf the government was made even after the recemnt reductions in prices,
Tanilies with any wonetary or material savings have exhaudhd their reserves
and in order to make ends meet have for the past few years been selii:;
household furnishings end perecmal items.
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"The rain reasons for thess dire economic oonditions are as follows:

“o Soviet Colonislism., The emtire Bulgarian osonomy is peared to ¢ - e
37 the Scviet Union. Prices the Soviet Uniom pays for variour .
arc low tut the exsot s:ms are kept seciet by the government for
fear of oriticism on the part of the population., The Bulpartan-5-v:u*
commarcial orpanisations werw run entirsly in favor of the Soviet "¢ ..
Although they are now liquidated, the damage they have cone still
rerains, A leading Bulpgarian offieial of one of these orranizaticng
told me that through these jeint organizatiocns, the Russians lal:!
hands on nearly all German reparations destined for Pulparia, ™oday
the Russians still eontrol exploitation of the uranium mines of “iihove
about 3C or 40 kilemeters from Sofia. A new uranium mine was d!scsrersd
not long ago near the Xwrilo reilway stat rordy i
Seia, ‘ this vew
mine 1s lIarger and richer in uranium then Bouhovo. This mine is elso
extloited by the Russians but with Bulgarian laborers,

b.  The low quality of Boviet goods which are sent to Bulgaria, Thip shoas:
materisl has dissppointed all Bulgarian technicians. It ig sa<c *...+¢
nany of the maohine tools are already broken down before they ever raa-

. “ulgaria after being transported from across the 3lack Soa and t'e-

¢e The faulty eeonomy of the Soviet regime 1teelf.

de Corruptiom in the wvarious ministries.
e. The bureaucracy whieh stifles initiative.
"« ™assive resistance on the p’;‘t of nearly the entiras ropula+ion,

“re sclentific fields in Sulgaria are under the cor: lete dominaiior © ¢+ -
et “nicn. A bulparian’ author is not even permitted to cite T ter
solertists as references. This may be done in the re;s-tive serasm - wavar,
No one is allowed to undertake studies in the West. All courses »-.4
svecinlizations are made in Russia end to & lesser oxtant in the ot er
‘ron Curtain cewntries. Scholarstips, eto. are granted by the rovervra: *
anly to those who are lmowm to be sympathetio to the re-ime. The “issiu-
languare 18 & compulsory study for the entira student porulation, All
omlitical and historieal textbooks are printed under the directior .-
Susaian speoialists and therefore written with s Russian bias, I soita
" these propagands efforts direeted against the youth, studente s*: ;1
Wi tplr a eritioal attitude toward Rusaia.

-
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The seme antipathy toward thinpgs Fus s
wi .. 1.3 to refuss to study pages and textbooks which they cerglics: !
*cavorahle to the Soviet regime. Higher education is In a state of “» .tv w.
“he vounger professors oftes suffer from inadequate treining and s*.o . "¢
¢ ‘articularly true of those im the somrmunist party who often berrm:
r fessors tirough party influemce. Prior to the ecommunist regime, ume -
‘wssors ‘rom the oities were willing to take posts in the hinterlanc,
“Loa¢ *ae eontrary 1e tree. &5L! life grevitate: around the dig eities ar.
ar*icularly Sofia, The governmemt, however, is stillepe-diry le-ie s =«
¢ < unmy for new eduoational institutioms, For instance, in “he =edicul
sae* a7 of the University of Sofia there are five times more professors
‘nan before the war, Approximstely 90 psreent are communists. These new
“rifessors are generslly ill-4reined with nc sense of scoial jusii-» or
astor+ific responsibllity, .

1., Sate.tifie work under the commmist regime is besed on norms and plans. i
evifies real initiative amd sotivity. This pertains tc all fiells: ro-
a-ricultural and educatiomal. Those who do not fulfill thelr norma are -
¢-ns dersd as enemies, This foroes the scientists to work faster *ar
‘v are atle and to shirk responsidbility if it is possible. The mf et
5 tnis system is alresdy evident as witnessed by the coor quality of - e
scient.sts, even thoss Who have studied in Kussia,

|

12, The deosdense of eulture anéd ef free politieal thoughmay be seen on all sidas,
A good illustration of this is the negligidle secomplishments of Bulparian
writers since the war. S5inee 1944 only three workslave received approvel
of the entire nation apd they are works by nom~commmist authors: De DIYVCV
who wrote Tebeece, $t.{DITCHEY whe wrote Freedom, and ./ TALEV who wrote
A Trisda. — The Tast two authors dealt with sibJects of Bulparian hListory
TCIT YOO yoars ago, | ocme ]—z_\wr-&un '

have disoontinued writing due to the censomhip of the communist reiime.
“overnrent control of writers was & sudject of discussion at & recest mes®.. -
+# the ulparian Writers Pront. Two writers, D,/ VEJINOV and TOMAL V87,
openly stated that commmist party efforts to oomtrol Bulgirian litere ire
\ad stifled all initiative, .

F o

3%, Scientifie work in the various new institutes of the Bulgsrisn Academy of
Science is for the most part ecmeentrated on investigutions of the pas*,
"oy exsmine minutely former writers, musicians, scientists, posts, etr,
{: order to determine whether or not their works are proper for study b
‘re eountry today. \ \
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